w  The Big Forest Nation

The M. E. Lyons YMCA

April 2003 - Smoke Signal

Now that winter is officially over it’s tinme to spring into action as
we start the outdoor Nation events! Fromthe official desk of the
Tal | eykeeper and with the authority of Chief Gray Rabbit hinself and
all nation chiefs this newsletter provides you with the nost up-to-
date Nation information available. Let’'s see what’s on the horizon.

Here’'s a riddle for you. Wat do you get when you take a huge pile
of plastic eggs, pounds and pounds of candy, a | ot of water and over
a 100 nenbers of the Big Forest Nation assenbled on the grounds of
the YMCA? A bunch of wet and crazy kids? Yes, but it’s also the
reci pe for the Egg Hunt and Pool Party event! See the enclosed flyer
for nore informati on and cone out ready for hunting and gamng. |It’s
sure to be a good tine.

No Snmoke Signal would be conplete, though, w thout a WHOOP! for the
great tribes that have gotten us this far since the |ast Snoke
Signal. Thanks go to the following tribes for keeping our program
excellent: Nez Perce (Duck’s Hockey), Cherokee (Omi nax), Shawnee
(skating), and Mam (bowling). Many tribes, individuals, and the

Hi gh Council (the Chief and Medicine Man included) made the Pinewood
Derby a great collaboration. Enclosed are the official results of
the Derby. Congratulations to all who took the tine to create a car
for succeeding in making this a fun, creative and worthwhile event.

And as nentioned before, cone on outdoors and join the Nation for all
the remaining events. Highly recommended by yours truly. More
specifics are forthcom ng, but mark your cal endars now.

Egg Hunt/ Pool Party April 12th M E. Lyons YMCA
2:00 to 4:00 PM

Canpout May 16'M-18th Canp Canpbel | Gard

Raft Trip June 7'N Morgan’ s Canoe Livery

Alittle inportant business: OQur new YMCA director, Rick Mudison,
attended the recent |onghouse neeting and is very supportive of our
program As a matter of fact he is currently driving the “2003 we



bui |l d character canpaign” to raise noney for prograns at the YMCA

i ncluding ones like ours. This canpaign benefits folks in our area
t hat woul d ot herwi se not be able to participate in YMCA prograns.
For instance, if a famly could not send their child to the Y-

CGui de/ Princess Canp-out it could make sure that a great weekend of
father/child experiences woul d happen. As Rick has said there are
schol arshi ps available and the Y will turn no one away. But the
canpai gn needs help fromyou. Please see your tribal chief for nore
details and a flyer at your next nmeeting. Your help is greatly
appr eci at ed.

As a suggestion you m ght also make note of the Canmpout at your next
tribe neeting. Ready the tribal property and nmake sure your tri bal
chief has his peace pipe and your tribe has a skit or song for the
Sat urday evening council fire (you wouldn’t want to di sappoint the
Chi ef now, would you?). This event is the highlight of our annual

program and provides nenories for Dad and child that prom se to | ast
alifetinme. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Don't forget to update those vests with the event patches, too. |If
you need a vest you can order themthrough the Tandy Leather website
at wwww. t andyl eather.com Click on “leathercraft kits”, then “vest
kits”.

As you may know the Canp-out includes the official graduation for our
red feather Princesses and Guides (3" graders). For those graduating
children, there is an associated program — Trail blazers. This
programtargeted at 4'" to 7'" graders is again a volunteer driven
program appealing to older kid s events. Feel free to call M ke
Persi cano (232-0282) or Jeff Lefkovitz (232-1219) for nore info.

I n case you need to contact anyone the following are the nmenbers of
t he 2002-2003 Hi gh Counci .

Chi ef Jack Ridge ridge.jj @g.com 272-0426
Medi ci ne Man Chris Brueckner cbrueckner@inci.rr.com 624- 0046
Asst. Chi ef Tony Fi nanore abfi nanore@udi tor. st ate. oh. us 753-0132
Wanpum Bearer Bill Rehl BLrehl 3@s. com 232-3512
Firestarter Bi Il Sprunk wsprunk@ use. net 231-4840
Tal | ykeeper Ji m Far mer jinmfarmer@inci.rr.com 231-7392

Pl ease feel free to refer questions to any one of us |listed above.
And don’t forget our website |ocated at www. bigforest.org as it
i ncludes contact, up-to-date event information and ot her good stuff.

May the Great Spirit be with you until we neet again!
Jim Farmer - Nation Tall eykeeper



