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It’s time once again to stoke the fire to send out another Smoke Signal.  Hope all of you as members of the Big Forest 
Nation are enjoying another year of Y-Guide and Y-Princess fun and activities!  It’s been a great year so far already. 
 
Naturally, having respect as he does for tradition, Gray Rabbit, our Mighty Chief, along with our Medicine Man started off 
the program as it does every year with the Camp-In.  Although it was wet outside, spirits were not dampened.  Watunga, the 
spirit of the fire emerged with some moderate exuberance as well after coordinated efforts of the nation chiefs to start the 
solemn council fire ceremony.  We as father and child then promised to sacrifice selfishness and impatience for the good of 
each other as seeds thrown into the fire. From that point on, formalities aside, all members gathered in the Y longhouse for 
teepee decorating, swimming, movies and general fun and frivolity. 
 
By the time your read this, the Mighty Ducks Hockey game will have occurred, but will no doubt be a great time as the 
warriors of the frozen pond take to the ice.  Thanks go to the Nez Perce tribe.  Go Ducks!  Quack! 
 
Don’t forget to sign up for the Children’s Museum and Omnimax movie.  Courtesy of the Mighty Cherokee tribe, see the 
latest Omnimax screen movie experience and discover the world of Chimpanzees.  Afterwards, do some of your own 
discovering in the Children’s Museum.  Hope to see you there.  Be sure to register by December 2nd (no exceptions)! 
 
By the way if you know a child grade K-3 who would like to join the program, encourage them to join your or another tribe.  
Although normal registration has ended we still have room to add new members.  Speaking of registering, please make sure 
you are signed up and paid up as we are a mainly a Dad volunteering group on a budget.  Thanks! 

 
For those who ordered them, rawhide vests are now in.  Our Assistant Chief, Tony Finamore says that all but four of 34 
ordered have been picked up.  You will be contacted if yours is one of them for pickup.  Please make checks payable to 
“Anthony Finamore” – not the YMCA.  If you still need of a vest you can get one by ordering online at 
www.tandyleather.com.  Click on the link to “Leathercraft kits” and then “Vest kits”. 
 
Our High Council members for the 2002/03 program year are listed below.  Please feel free to contact any one of them with 
questions your tribal chief cannot answer: 
  
Chief           Jack Ridge        ridge.jj@pg.com                  272-0426 
Medicine Man    Chris Brueckner  cbrueckner@cinci.rr.com          624-0046 
Asst. Chief     Tony Finamore  abfinamore@auditor.state.oh.us    753-0132 
Wampum Bearer  Bill Rehl         blrehl3@cs.com                   232-3512 
Firestarter     Bill Sprunk       wsprunk@fuse.net                 231-4840 
Tallykeeper     Jim Farmer        jimfarmer@cinci.rr.com           231-7392 
 
Also for your information don’t forget our website located at www.bigforest.org as it includes contact and up-to-date event 
information for all nation events planned for the balance of the year.  It also includes a place for your tribe to put their own 
information in, such as pictures or member's Indian names (avoid real names or other private information). 
 
As the sun sets and this newsletter is running out of steam (or smoke as it were) I would like to wish you a happy, healthy, 
and heartfelt holiday season. 
 
May the Great Spirit be with you until we meet again! 
 
Jim Farmer  -  Nation Tallykeeper 


